Problem Gambling Curriculum Idea:

for an Ethics class

This exercise is appropriate for an undergraduate or graduate class in ethics.  Students read about and consider the question of whether casino gambling should be prohibited.  The question posed is extreme in order to elicit a variety of opinions and considerations.  Several suggestions for this class are offered below:

· Reading homework and in class discussion:  Students read the pro and con arguments as a homework assignment; class is broken into small groups for discussion using the questions provided in the text; large group reconvenes and one person from each group reports out on the ethical dilemmas involved and what, if any, concensus was reached

· Student debate:  Students are assigned to either the pro or con side and are given a couple of weeks to prepare a debate on the issues presented.  Reading is assigned as a baseline, but additional research is required and a paper summarizing the side taken is required.
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Relevant section:  pp. 114 - 131

ISSUE 6. Should Casino Gambling Be Prohibited? 

YES: William A. Galston and David Wasserman, from “Gambling Away Our Moral Capital,” The Public Interest (Spring 1996) 

NO: William R. Eadington, from “The Proliferation of Commercial Gaming in America,” The Sovereign Citizen (Fall 1994) 

William Galston and David Wasserman claim that the moral arguments against legalized gambling far outweigh the economic arguments from the apparent contributions of the gambling industry to state and local prosperity. William Eadington argues that gambling is a normal extension of commercial activity, and can safely be managed to promote the welfare of the host areas; he is less concerned about the reported downside of the gaming enterprise. 
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