Oregon Problem Gamblers 2010-11
It is estimated that up to 74,000 adult Oregonians are problem or pathological gamblers.
Gamblers seek treatment much less readily than those with other addictions, so we expect only about 3% of those with problems to seek treatment in a given year.
Among the 1,492 adults who sought treatment in 2010, we see the following:
· 45.9% Male    54.1 % Female   
· Average Age:   46.9 years  (ranged from 20 -  83 years)
· Average Annual Household Income:  $32,706  (ranged from $0 to over $900,000)  
· Marital Status:  35.9% married, 25.6% divorced, 23.5% never married, 5.6% separated, 6.6% living as married, and 2.9% widowed.  
· Ethnicity:  White 83.1%; Hispanic 43.7%, Asian 3.2%, Native American 3.0%, Black 2.9%, and 3.0% all other.
· Preferred game when gambling:  87.9% slots/video poker/ line games; cards 5.5%;  scratchits 1.3%; Keno 1.0%; animals 0.7%; sports 0.5%; bingo 0.5%;
· Preferred gambling location:  Video Lottery Retailer 74.1%; casino  18.1%; restaurant/pub 1.7%; Food/convenience store 0.8%; internet/web 0.9%; card room 0.7%; track and off-track 0.5%

· Aver gambling debt:  $29,973 (ranged from $100 - $1.2 million.  Actual total debt reported was $31,292,299.
In the year prior to enrolling in treatment, they suffered the following consequences, reported as directly related to their gambling:
· 44.1% reported relationship problems
· 20.8% reported problems at work
· 24.3% reported lost time from work 
· 13.6% reported filing bankruptcy
· 12.1% reported legal problems
· 10.7% reported a suicide attempt in the past year; 50.3% reported thoughts of suicide
Additionally,
· 23.3% were heavy users of alcohol and 14.4% reported having problems with alcohol
· 9.4% use illicit drugs and 7.4% admitted having problems with drugs
Not from our treatment data, but applying a national expert’s assessment to Oregon:
Using available research on the social costs associated with problem and pathological gambling, the Oregon Council on Problem Gambling estimates the economic cost to Oregonians between $331.7 million and $606.2 million annually. That figure is based on $11,204 per pathological gambler and $3,222 per pathological gambler applied to the minimum and maximum estimated numbers of affected adults in Oregon. (Grinols, 2004)
